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THE SHEPHERDING SERIES WEDNESDAYS THIS FALL
Beginning Wednesday, Sept. 9, 
adults are invited to participate in 
The Shepherding Series, a 
seven-week study with four classes 
designed around different stages 
of family life:

Shepherding Your Family - for those with children in
elementary school
Shepherding Your Teenagers - for those with children in
middle and high school
Shepherding Your Adult Children - for those with children in
college and beyond
Shepherding Your Grandchildren - for those with grandchildren
of any age

Throughout scripture, the metaphor of the shepherd is used to
describe those entrusted with caring for, guiding and leading
others. But what does it look like to live out that calling as a parent
or grandparent? Together, we’ll explore a biblical framework for
shepherding and discover three key responsibilities that can help
us shepherd well through every stage of family life. Each session
will offer practical, immediately applicable steps for clearer
communication, stronger relationships and a deeper
understanding of how we can faithfully guide the people God has
placed in our lives. Whether you’re parenting young children,
navigating the teenage years, supporting adult children or
investing in the next generation as a grandparent, you’ll be
encouraged and equipped to lead with wisdom, grace and
purpose.

https://shepherd-valley.org/
https://shepherd-valley.org/


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SOTV FALL FESTIVAL
We’re excited to invite the whole community to a Fall
Festival at the church on Sunday, October 4, from 2 - 5 p.m. 
This fun, family-friendly event will feature a magician, balloon
artist, hayrack rides, giant sling shot, food truck, a prayer station, 
hands-on service opportunities and more!. We need about 50 
volunteers to help make the festival run smoothly and spark 
meaningful connections with guests. Shifts are just two hours, so 
you’ll have plenty of time to enjoy the event too! 

Opportunities Include:
Welcome Tent: Greet guests as they arrive, hand out fliers and thank people for coming 
Parking/Safety: Assist with traffic
Inflatables: Ensure safety and keep lines moving
Crafts, Face Painting, Bobbing for Apples, Bubbles, Photo Booth: Bring joy and creativity to
kids and families
Prayer and Service Stations: Encourage reflection and community connection with the YMCA
Supportive Housing Program
Pie-Eating Contest: Make pies before the event or be a judge/organizer at the event 
Setup/Tear Down: Assist with event logistics including temporary fencing, yard games, tables, garbage,
etc.

Volunteer shifts are 1:30–3:30 p.m. or 3:30–5:30 p.m. Grab a friend and volunteer together! Sign up at the
table in the church lobby after Sunday worship or email Jessica Wardenburg at jessica@sotv-wdm.org to
sign up. Your time will help make this celebration a meaningful, memorable day for everyone!

STEPPING UP MEN’S STUDY BEGINS SOON!
What does it mean to be a man who lives with courage,
purpose and a clear vision for life? In “Stepping Up”,
Dennis Rainey, cofounder of FamilyLife®, challenges
men to embrace courageous, biblical manhood through
every stage of life. This study will help you honestly
evaluate where you are, discover God's purpose for your
life, and develop a plan to live with intentionality and
faith. Whether you're just beginning your journey or
seeking renewed direction, this study offers practical
encouragement and biblical wisdom. The study will
begin with a kick-off social event on Tuesday, Sept. 8 at
6 p.m., then will meet for 10 weeks on Tuesdays
beginning September 22 from 6-8 p.m. at the church.
Please contact our Men’s Ministry Coordinator, Brandon
Killam, or stop by the table in the lobby after worship
on August 30 to sign up.

mailto:jessica@sotv-wdm.org


MidWeek
at

Wednesday Nights Are for the Whole Family
This fall, Wednesday nights at Shepherd of the Valley will be a time for the
whole family to gather, grow and connect! Whether you have little ones at
home, teenagers navigating middle and high school, adult children who have
moved out or grandchildren you’re investing in, there is a place for you on
Wednesday nights.

Come as a Family—Whatever Your Family Looks Like
Wednesday nights aren’t just for families with young children. They’re for
every family. Maybe your whole family will arrive together and head to
different ministries after dinner. Maybe you’ll come with your teenager.
Maybe your children are grown and out of the house, but you’re still actively
shepherding them, or you’re now investing in grandchildren. Wherever you
are in your family journey, there’s a place for you. Come share a meal. Grow
in your faith. Build relationships. And spend Wednesday nights becoming
the kind of people and families God has called us to be.

Share a Meal With Your SOTV Family
Each week, we’ll begin with dinner for everyone at 6 p.m.—children, youth
and adults alike. (Register your family for midweek meals HERE or below).
Then, at 6:30 p.m., everyone heads to an age-appropriate ministry or class
designed to help them grow in faith and in their relationships with one
another.

For Adults
      Wednesday nights offer opportunities for parents and grandparents 
      to grow in their faith and become stronger spiritual leaders for the 
      children in their lives. With a variety of studies and topics offered 
      throughout the year, there’s something for adults in every stage of 
      life and every season of parenting.

For Children and Youth
      While adults are participating in their own study or program,  children and   
      students will have opportunities to grow in their faith and build relationships  
      with others their age.

Nursery: Preschool and younger
SOTV Kids: Kindergarten–5th grade
Middle School Ministry: Grades 6–8
High School Youth Group: Grades 9–12

Wednesday nights. One church. The whole family. Welcome to the journey!

REGISTER YOUR FAMILY FOR MIDWEEK MEALS 

Beginning 
September 9!

Beginning 
September 9!

https://onrealm.org/ShepherdTheVall/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjEwMTQwMGEtYTlkMi00NDAyLWJhNGQtYjRiMjAxMDVhODk1
https://onrealm.org/ShepherdTheVall/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjEwMTQwMGEtYTlkMi00NDAyLWJhNGQtYjRiMjAxMDVhODk1
https://onrealm.org/ShepherdTheVall/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjEwMTQwMGEtYTlkMi00NDAyLWJhNGQtYjRiMjAxMDVhODk1


NEW HOSPITALITY MINISTRY AT SOTV!
Hospitality matters. From the moment someone 
walks through our doors, small acts of welcome can 
make a big difference. A friendly face, a warm 
greeting, a helping hand, or simply someone who 
notices them can turn an unfamiliar place into a 
place where visitors feel at home. We’re not asking 
a handful of people to take on a big commitment. 
We’re looking for lots of people who are willing to 
give a little of their time.

Hospitality works best when it’s a team effort. There’s no need to serve every week.
There’s no one-size-fits-all commitment. Our hope is to build a large team of people so
that everyone can serve occasionally, in a way that works for their schedule and fits their
gifts. 

Join us for a casual First Impressions Team social where you can enjoy some dessert,
meet others who are interested, and learn more about our new hospitality ministry. We’ll
share about the team we’re hoping to build, the different ways you could serve, and how
each of us can help make Shepherd of the Valley a place where everyone feels
welcomed, connected and at home. You don’t need to know exactly how you’d like to
serve or even know if you’re ready to volunteer. Just come, learn more, and see 
what you think!

Thursday, Sept. 10 at 7 p.m.
SOTV Room 19

RSVP on Realm Connect today!

FirstFirstImpressionsImpressions
TEAMTEAM

https://onrealm.org/ShepherdTheVall/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZWNjMzkzMTktOTM0Ny00ZGZkLWE0ZmQtYjRhYjAxMTI0OTli


SAVE THE DATE FOR THE NEXT WOMEN’S RETREAT
Save the date(s) for “From Ragged to Rest: A Spiritual Retreat 
for Women” this fall! This refreshing women's retreat will feature 
author Gretchen Ronnevik as we explore themes from her book 
“Ragged” through the hope of the Gospel. Together women will 
reflect on spiritual disciplines that sustain weary hearts and help 
us rest in Christ's grace, especially for those who feel spiritually 
worn, overwhelmed or ragged by the demands of life. The 
retreat will be held Friday, Nov. 6, from 6 - 8:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, Nov. 7, from 8 a.m.–2 p.m. Lunch on Saturday and snacks throughout the
retreat are included. The cost is $30 per person. Come away for a time of
encouragement, meaningful conversation, prayer and renewal as we remember
that our hope and strength are found in Jesus. If you are interested in reading
Gretchen’s book prior to the event contact Tia Pugh to borrow a copy. Look for
registration details soon!

LWML FALL KICK-OFF EVENT
The ladies of our congregation are
invited to join the LWML for Taco
Tuesday, their fall kick-off event. Come
for a fun evening of fellowship and
learn more about the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League and 
how you can get involved. This event
will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 15 at 6
p.m. in the Youth Room at SOTV.
Please RSVP to Deb Jackson via email.

COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES NEEDED
If you have a child who is attending college this
year, please send their address to Angie Spann
so SOTV can send them some love through the
mail during the school year. Even if your
student’s address has not changed since last
year, please send Angie the address again so she
can confirm. 

mailto:tia@sotv.wdm.org
mailto:djacks123@msn.com
mailto:angie@stov-wdm.org


Make Music at

SING WITH US FOR REFORMATION SUNDAY!
We’re putting together an adult choir to celebrate
Reformation Sunday at SOTV, and we’d love for you
to be part of it! The choir is open to anyone in high
school and older. No previous choir experience is
necessary, just a willingness to sing and celebrate
together.

Rehearsals:
• Monday, September 21 | 6–7 p.m.
• Monday, October 12 | 6–7 p.m.
• Monday, October 19 | 6–7 p.m.

The choir will sing during both worship services on
Sunday, October 25, as we celebrate Reformation
Sunday together. Come lend your voice and help
make this special Sunday one to remember!

JUBELLATION WANTS YOU!
If you’re looking for a way to serve at Shepherd of the Valley,
consider the JuBELLation handbell choir! JuBELLation uses the
gift of music to enhance worship services and share God's love
with our congregation and the wider community. Ringers work
together to create beautiful music through dedication, teamwork,
and a spirit of worship. This ministry is open to anyone interested
in learning—no previous handbell experience is required. For
information on how you can join, please contact Karla Gierstorf.

JOIN THE PRAISE BAND!
Do you play an instrument? We’re looking to grow our
SOTV Praise Band and would love to connect with
instrumentalists who are interested in using their gifts to
help lead our congregation in worship. We’re especially
interested in guitarists, drummers, keyboardists and bass
players. If you’re interested in learning more or joining the
team, contact Angie Spann today!

mailto:kgierstorf@msn.com
mailto:angie@sotv-wdm.org


UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 2: YOUTH MINISTRY KICK-OFF
6:30 - 8:30 P.M. - VARIOUS ROOMS
We’re kicking off a new year of youth ministry with a GooseChase
scavenger hunt! Team up with other students to complete crazy, creative
and challenging missions for points and get the high score to be crowned
the champions!

SEPTEMBER 8: STEPPING UP MEN’S BIBLE STUDY KICK-OFF
6 - 8 P.M. - ROOM 19
The Stepping Up Men’s Ministry Bible study will begin with a kick-off
social event with food and fellowship. To sign up for the study please
contact our Men’s Ministry Coordinator, Brandon Killam, to sign up.

SEPTEMBER 9: MIDWEEK MINISTRIES RESUME
6 - 7:45 P.M. - GYM
Each week, we’ll begin with dinner for everyone 6 p.m.—children, youth
and adults. (Sign up HERE.) Then, at 6:30 p.m., everyone heads to an age-
appropriate ministry or class designed to help them grow in faith and in
their relationships with one another.

SEPTEMBER 10: FIRST IMPRESSSIONS TEAM INFO SOCIAL
7 P.M. - ROOM 19
Come see what hospitality is all about! Join us for a casual evening where
you can enjoy some dessert, meet others who are interested and learn
more about our new hospitality ministry.

SEPTEMBER 13: SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES
9:15 - 10:15 A.M. - VARIOUS LOCATIONS
All children are invited to grade-level Sunday school classes for the 2026-
27 academic year. Contact our Director of Children and Family Ministry,
Tia Pugh, for any questions. 

SEPTEMBER 15: TACO TUESDAY: LWML FALL KICK-OFF
6 P.M. - YOUTH ROOM
The ladies of our congregation are invited to join the LWML for Taco
Tuesday, their fall kick-off event. Come for a fun evening of fellowship
and learn more about the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and how
you can get involved. Please RSVP to Deb Jackson at
djacks123@msn.com .

Click HERE for full church calendar 
and upcoming events.

SUNDAY 

8:00 a.m.         Traditional                
                        Worship

9:15 a.m.          Adult Bible Class 
                         & Combined 
                        Sunday School
                     
10:30 a.m.        Contemporary
                         Worship

TUESDAY

7:15 a.m.           Prayer in 
                         Sanctuary 

WEDNESDAY
6:30 p.m.          Middle School
                         Ministry
                         
                         Youth Group
                 
THURSDAY

9:30 a.m.          Ladies Bible Study
                        
  
                                            
                      
           

Weekly Events
at

Christ-Based Leadership Board

2026 CBL Members: 
President - Zach Bonefas

Vice President - Doug Scieszinski
         Secretary -  Andrew Ansorge     

   Bruce Crowther        Tim Geyer
   John Goranson         Pam Hendershot
                                          

 ChristBasedLeadership@sotv-wdm.org

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION:

To contact our SOTV staff, please
visit the Staff Page on our
website by clicking HERE. 

https://www.facebook.com/ShepherdOfTheValleyLutheranChurchWdm
https://www.instagram.com/sotvchurch.wdm/
https://soundcloud.com/user-861658295
https://open.spotify.com/user/shepherdofthevalley
https://onrealm.org/ShepherdTheVall/Account/Start
mailto:brandon@sotv-wdm.org
https://onrealm.org/ShepherdTheVall/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MjEwMTQwMGEtYTlkMi00NDAyLWJhNGQtYjRiMjAxMDVhODk1
mailto:tia@sotv-wdm.org
mailto:djacks123@msn.com
https://www.shepherd-valley.org/calendar/
https://www.shepherd-valley.org/calendar/
http://youtube.com/SHEPHERDOFTHEVALLEYCHURCHWDM
mailto:ChristBasedLeadership@sotv-wdm.org
mailto:ChristBasedLeadership@sotv-wdm.org
https://www.shepherd-valley.org/staff/
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