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CARE MINISTRY: A REMINDER OF THE SUPPORT AVAILABLE
Did you know that Shepherd 
of the Valley's Care Ministry is 
here to walk alongside you 
through every season of life? 
Through our teams of Hospital
Care, Homebound Ministry, and 
Care and Connect (including 
meals, home and yard services, 
fellowship and transportation) 
we provide care and encouragement for those who are hospitalized,
homebound, recovering from illness or simply in need of a helping hand
for a season.

This ministry also creates space for personal visits, meaningful
conversation and prayer. Whether you're navigating a life transition like
becoming an empty nester or facing one of life's unexpected
challenges, we’re here for you! As our Care Ministry continues to grow
and adapt to the needs of our church family, our goal remains the same:
making sure no one walks alone.

If you or someone you know could benefit from Care Ministry support,
we encourage you to submit a Care Request Form on our website. You
can find this and more information about the Care Ministry and the
many ways we're here to support one another using the link HERE.

Our Care Ministry is made possible by caring volunteers who are willing
to share their time, compassion and gifts. We're always looking for
additional volunteers to serve on any of our care teams. Whether you
can visit someone in the hospital or at home, provide an occasional
meal, help with simple home or yard tasks, offer transportation or
simply spend time in conversation and prayer. Your presence can make
a meaningful difference in someone's life. You can request to join a Care
Ministry serving team today in the “Serving” section on Realm Connect!

July 19, 2026                                                                               Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

ONE FAMILY, FOLLOWING ONE SHEPHERD...
Welcome to the Journey!

Weekly Scriptures:
Isaiah 44:6-8
Romans 8:18-27
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
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2026 MONROE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
For more than a decade, our congregation has partnered with Monroe Elementary School by
collecting much-needed school supplies and classroom items. Thanks to a generous one-time
donation, many of the items we've traditionally requested have already been provided this year.
However, if you find a great deal on those usual supplies, the school will gladly accept them.
This year's highest-priority needs are:

Backpacks
Kleenex/tissues
Pencil boxes
Markers
Large scissors

Because Monroe teachers receive little to no funding for classroom supplies and student
essentials, they often purchase these items themselves. Donations of the following are also
greatly appreciated:

Classroom Activities
Play-Doh, LEGO® bricks, Magna-Tiles, other indoor games and activities

Snacks
Goldfish crackers, crackers with peanut butter, animal crackers, popcorn

Outdoor Play
Sidewalk chalk, basketballs, soccer balls

 
Hygiene Items

Cough drops, deodorant, feminine hygiene products (pads only), body lotion, lip
balm/Chapstick, toothbrushes and toothpaste

Gift Cards
Target, Sam's Club, Hy-Vee, Fareway

Donations will be accepted at church through August 19. For any questions, 
please contact Marilyn Shults, Josalynn Agnew or Tia Pugh. 

mailto:mjshults5@gmail.com
mailto:bikexus@gmail.com
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SHEPHERD’S FLOCK EARLY LEARNING CENTER IS HIRING!
Our Shepherd’s Flock Early Learning Center is looking to hire 
two part-time teachers: one to teach 3-year-olds full days on 
Mon/Wed/Fri. and one 4-year-olds Mon-Thursday afternoons.
A four-year college degree in education is required. If you or 
someone you know is interested, please contact Diane 
Hensley at diane@sotv-wdm.org or (515) 225-1952 ext. 102.

PLEASE RETURN PLASTIC STORAGE BINS
Just a friendly reminder! If you've borrowed any of our plastic storage bins, please remember to
return them when you're finished with your move or project. These bins are provided free for our
church family to borrow— but not to keep—so they can be shared with others who need them.
Our supply is getting pretty low, so if you have some at your home, we'd really appreciate you
returning them soon.

Jamie Poulsen is one of our very talented 8 a.m. worship pianists 
who recently had a personal triumph we want to share. Jamie 
is a multi-faceted composer and pianist living in Des Moines, 
Iowa. His compositions encompass orchestral and solo piano 
music, art songs and choral works. He has written and produced 
the music for hundreds of commercials and business films. Jamie 
trained as a classical pianist and composer and has over 50 years 
experience in jazz and rock performance. He performs over 100 
times a year in Iowa and surrounding states. He has had three 
major works commissioned and premiered by the Des Moines 
Symphony Orchestra with Joseph Giunta conducting. In 2025, 
he was inducted into the Iowa Rock Hall of Fame with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Jamie has taught music theory, classical 
piano, jazz piano and composition at Simpson College in 
Indianola, Iowa for 34 years.

In July 2025, Jamie recorded two large orchestral works, 
Piano Concerto and Heartland Poem, with the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra at Abbey Road Studios in London. 
The soloist was GRAMMY®-nominated pianist Robert Thies, 
with Geoffrey Paterson conducting. The album recently 
released on MSR Classics through Parma Recordings and is 
available on all major streaming services and on compact 
disc. Congratulations, Jamie! Thank you for sharing your time 
and talents with all of us here at SOTV!

Some Good News

mailto:diane@sotv-wdm.org


What’s your role at SOTV, in one or two sentences? 
I am the Men’s Ministry Coordinator for Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church. I, along with Pastor John David,
disciple men to be the spiritual leaders of their household.

What’s your favorite part of your job? 
I enjoy getting to know men and their families. Getting to teach and speak God’s word so they can dig deeper into
the Gospel.

Coffee, tea, energy drink or something else? 
I love to have my cold-brewed coffee in the morning. Throughout the day, I enjoy flavored water or iced tea.

What’s one thing people are surprised to learn about you? 
People are surprised to hear that I served in the Army for 10 years, as a firefighter/medic for 10 years and as a law
enforcement officer for 16 years.

What’s your favorite way to spend a weekend? 
I love to spend time outdoors. Whether it’s being with my family camping, hunting or fishing. These are all things
that give me the tranquility that we all need.

What’s a hobby or interest you have outside work? 
I love to build things with my hands. Woodworking in my shop 
allows me to dig deep into my mind and use the talents God gave me. 
Hunting and fishing have been my passion hobby since I was a kid.

What’s your go-to comfort food? 
I really enjoy my Friday night pizza!

Beach, mountains, lake or staycation? 
If I could combine a cabin by a lake in the mountains, that would be perfect!
 

Meet our StaffMeet our Staff
Brandon KillamBrandon Killam

Men’s Ministry Coordinator

This summer, we’re excited to introduce you to our
staff — both the familiar faces you’ve known for
years and the newer ones just joining our team. Our
hope is that you’ll get to know them a bit better and
feel more connected to the people who serve 
our church.



YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP NIGHTS THIS SUMMER
All young adults (21-35) are invited to the home of Pastor John David and Stephanie
Mull (4653 Timberline Dr, West Des Moines, IA) on scheduled Sunday evenings this
summer from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. to share a meal together, study God’s Word, pray
together and enjoy fellowship and fun! 

Each evening will include:
Dinner together
Bible study and discussion on topics relevant to young adults
Learning how to develop a personal devotional life and pray
Games, outdoor activities and time to connect

Dates to add to your calendar: 
July 19 (This week’s event is at 6 p.m. at the 

      church. Please bring an appetizer, side or 
      dessert to share.)

August 9 and 23

REGISTER NOW FOR THE JULY SUMMER SOCIAL!
The Summer Social Series is the perfect way to relax,
connect and build community this season, whether you’re
coming as a couple or on your own. All adults are invited to
our second Summer Social at Smash Park in West Des
Moines on Friday, July 24 from 5:30-8:00 p.m. Join us for a
fun night of games, food and fun. You don't have to go to
SOTV to attend—so bring friends! We’re renting lanes for
axe throwing, shuffleboard and bocce ball from 6-8 p.m. You
can choose which games you’d like to play and if you'd like
to purchase food and drinks. If you’d like to throw axes,
please arrive by 5:45 p.m. for instructor-led directions and
you must wear closed-toe shoes. The $15 per person
registration fee covers the lane rentals. Please register HERE
by July 22. Please register separately for free childcare
provided at the church HERE.

https://onrealm.org/ShepherdTheVall/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NmMzYzhmMTYtZjI4MC00MDI4LWEzODItYjQ4MTAwZTU4NWUz
https://onrealm.org/ShepherdTheVall/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MTJlZDA4MDQtYTllZC00NTRiLWIxZTctYjQ4MTAwZTRhNzM1


UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

JULY 19: ORDINATION OF ZACH SMITH
3:30 PM - SANCTUARY
Join us as we celebrate a special milestone in ministry with the
ordination of Pastor Zach Smith. Zach has been called to be the
pastor at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church in Pittsburgh, Pa. 
We invite you to gather with us for this meaningful worship
service as we give thanks for God's call and blessing on Zach’s
ministry. Following the ceremony, everyone is welcome to stay
for a cake reception to celebrate this joyful occasion together.

JULY 19: YOUNG ADULT FELLOWSHIP NIGHT
6 P.M. - ROOM 19
All young adults are invited to share a meal together, study
God’s Word, pray together and enjoy fellowship and fun! This
week’s event is at 6 p.m. at the church. Pizza will be provided.
Please bring an appetizer, side or dessert to share.

JULY 24: SUMMER SOCIAL
5:30 P.M. - SMASH PARK WDM
All adults are invited for a fun night of games, food and fun. You
don't have to go to SOTV to attend—so bring a friend! We’re
renting lanes for axe throwing, shuffleboard and bocce ball from
6-8 p.m. You can choose which games you’d like to play and if
you'd like to purchase food and drinks. Please register HERE by
July 22. Please register separately for childcare provided at the
church HERE.

JULY 26: PASTOR DAHLKE 60  BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONTH

12 P.M. - ROOM 19
Join us to visit with Pastor Dahlke and his family, who will be in
town just in time to celebrate his 60  birthday! th

Click HERE for full church calendar 
and upcoming events.

SUNDAY 

8:00 a.m.         Traditional                
                        Worship

9:15 a.m.          Adult Bible Class 
                         & Combined 
                        Sunday School
                     
10:30 a.m.        Contemporary
                         Worship

TUESDAY

7:15 a.m.           Prayer in 
                         Sanctuary 

                 
THURSDAY

9:30 a.m.          Ladies Bible Study
                        
  
                                            
                      
           

Weekly Events
at

Christ-Based Leadership Board

2026 CBL Members: 
President - Zach Bonefas

Vice President - Doug Scieszinski
         Secretary -  Andrew Ansorge     

   Bruce Crowther        Tim Geyer
   John Goranson         Pam Hendershot
                                          

 ChristBasedLeadership@sotv-wdm.org

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION:

To contact our SOTV staff, please
visit the Staff Page on our
website by clicking HERE. 
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