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Rising of the Morning Star

Day 1: The Unearned Gift of God’'s Love in Baptism

Baptism is a profound declaration of God's initiating love. It is not a ritual we perform to earn
favor, but a sacrament where God acts, claiming us as His own. In the waters of baptism, God
pours out His grace, making promises that are rooted in His character, not our worthiness. He
marks us as redeemed children, secured by the work of Christ. This divine action is a gift,
received by faith, not achieved by works. [34:19]

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV)

Reflection: Where in your life are you most tempted to believe you must earn God'’s love or
favor? How does the truth of your baptism—that you are a loved child of God by His grace
alone—speak against that temptation today?

Day 2: Held Secure in the Hands of God

Life in Christ is lived from a place of profound security. God’s promise is that He holds His
children firmly in His hands. There will be days of great faith and days of struggle, times of
standing strong and times of falling. Yet, when a baptized child of God falls, they fall directly
into the secure and loving hands of their Father. This is the constant, reassuring promise for
every season of life. [16:16]

My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life, and
they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.
John 10:27-28 (ESV)

Reflection: When you recently experienced a failure or a season of doubt, how might your
perspective change if you consciously remembered that you were falling into God’s hands
rather than away from Him?
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Day 3: The Enemy'’s Lies Versus God's Life-Giving Word

An active enemy seeks to steal, kill, and destroy by whispering lies that sound like gifts. He
offers something more while pickpocketing our hope, identity, and security. His strategy is to
distort the truth and lead us away from the grace of God. In contrast, God’s Word is not a myth
or mere advice; it is life-giving truth that breathes hope into us and refutes the enemy’s
deceptions. [31:13]

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.
John 10:10 (ESV)

Reflection: What is one specific lie you have been hearing lately—about your identity, your
worth, or your future—that directly contradicts what God says about you in His Word?

Day 4: The Certain Hope of Christ's Return

The Christian life is lived in the eager anticipation of Christ's return. The promise that He is
coming back "soon" is an invitation to live with urgency and purpose today, not a timeline to be
calculated. This blessed hope anchors us amidst a broken world and our own aging bodies,
reminding us that a resurrection and a renewed creation are our ultimate future. It changes how
we view our daily priorities and interactions. [42:04]

Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ.
Titus 2:13 (ESV)

Reflection: If you lived today with the genuine belief that Jesus could return tomorrow, what one
conversation would you prioritize or what one action would you take that you might otherwise
put off?

Day 5: God's Declarative Word Over Your Identity

God speaks a definitive word over you, silencing the accusations of the enemy. Because of
Christ’s perfect life, sacrificial death, and victorious resurrection, God declares you to be His
beloved child. He is well pleased with you, not based on your performance, but on the finished
work of Jesus applied to your life. This is the core truth of the gospel that sets Christianity apart
from every other system of belief. [47:20]

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.”
Mark 1:11 (ESV)

Reflection: How would your day look different if you began it by consciously receiving God’s
declaration that you are His beloved child with whom He is well pleased?
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