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CONGRATULATIONS 2014 CONFIRMANDS! 
SOTV congratulates our 2014 Confirmation Class 
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Family Fun in the Sun 
Join us for another pool party 
this summer! 
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Join us in the Jungle! 
The 2014 VBS team needs your 
help! 
        Page  4 

Living God’s Vision for Us! 
Learn more about this small 
group opportunity 
                Page 6 

Family Road Trip? 
Check out these family-friendly 
activities to make those miles 
fly by        Page 10 

The following young people were confirmed at a special service  
in April.  
 
Colby Owen Bush; Mark Dean Hannam, Jr.; Emma Frances 
Ksiazak; Brandi Lynn Marlett; Clayton Lawrence Moffitt; 
Lillian Elizabeth Poulsen; Molly Anne Rodgers;   
Alex Konstantin Seitz; Sean Stacy; Luke Thomas Sueppel;  
Oliver Nash Fobian Willham 
 



 

Dear Family in Christ, 
 

God continues to root, grow, and reach out to all of us Himself. 
What is going down at SOTV this summer by the grace of God? 

 As we close out on “The Story” we have the opportunity to 
send a team to the churches planting churches Seminar. 
May 30-31. What is God talking about with this? 

 In May, we have a level-two staff meeting to relate the 
2015 outcomes for our congregation. What could and 
should be happening at SOTV for God’s will to be done? 

 Good-bye VBS,  hello “Jungle Bible School”. It will be 
the week of June 16-20. Please pray for seed to take root 

in many uncertain hearts that week. 
 June 28 will be our pool party for the whole family. If you 

plan to swim, a suit is required. Please bring a snack  
 to share. 
 Ministering to the Hispanic/Latino Family three day workshop at SOTV July 31-Aug. 3.  
 First communion is being adjusted to the sixth-grade level. How grace is that?  
 Tons of worship, spiritual growth, service, and fellowship opportunities. All surrounded 

with a life of mission.  
 
These are some of the highlights for the summer. This fall we will see the third-grade Bible 
workshop and first communion family workshop extravaganzas.  
 
Do you remember this definition of a missional church: A reproducing 
community of authentic disciples, being equipped as missionaries sent 
by God, to live and proclaim His Kingdom in their world?  Mission is 
derived from the very nature of God … Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
sending the church into the world … a movement from God to the 
world: … there is a church because there is a mission, not vice versa. 
Mind blowing and action motivating! 
 
That little paragraph above can change the entire life a church 
members. It moves them from membership to missionaries. True, it is 
not very popular. But once it becomes true in your heart watch out for 

amazing things. It can move you from status quo to serving Jesus. It 
can change you from self-service to community service. It can move 
you from craving milk to feeding the hungry. It can move it from eating 
fruit to bearing fruit. However, this will take hard work, sacrifice, selflessness, humility, tears, 
anguish and much more. Sounds like what God sent Jesus to do for us. Now it’s our turn for 
the lost, hurting and confused.  

 

Pastor Dahlke 
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S 
hepherd of the Valley is off to a good start in 
2014. Offering through the first quarter was  
$167,351 which was above the budget of 
$161,250, and total income for the church in 

this same period was $181,264 which is also above 
the budgeted amount. The church expenses through 
the first quarter of 2014 were $164,800 which was 
under the budgeted expense amount of 172,211. The 
Early Learning Center has income through the first 
quarter of $107,631 and expenses of $82,321 which is 
within the budget. As you know, the ELC only has  
income during the school year. Shepherd of the Valley 
continues to be blessed with faithful members that continue to mature in their 
spiritual lives; rooted, reaching and growing in God’s Word.   

Jerry and Barb Chapman 
John Chapman 

Joined 4/1/2014 
2250 S 6th Court 

West Des Moines, IA  50265-8320 
515-279-8112 

 
Mike and Kimberly Jacoby 

Joined 3/4/2014 
10220 Clark Street 

Clive, IA  50325-6556 
712-265-0063  and 217-828-2098   

 
Tyler and Kim Peterson 

Payton Alyce, Reece Marie, and Dylan Zoey Peterson 
Joined 5/6/2014 
369 S 82nd Street 

West Des Moines, IA  50266-8525 
515-440-2835 
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T 
here is no Sunday School for youth on Sunday, May 25. If you  
attend the adult Bible class, please find an alternative for your 
child. Remember, the nursery is for children younger than  
Kindergarten age. 

 
Summer Sunday School starts on June 1 and runs through August 25  
(9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)  Summer Sunday School will have three groups for  
children and youth. Preschool and younger will meet in the nursery.  
Kindergarten through grade 4 will meet in the Ephesians rooms. Youth in 
grades 5-8 will meet in the ACT/Multipurpose Room  
 
Family Days: Mark your calendar! The first Sunday of each summer month – June 1, July 6  and August 3 –  
parents of children Kindergarten to grade 4 may come with their children for an intergenerational time  
(such as prayer stations). 
 
Sunday School Leaders for Fall: Do you have a love of children and a heart for Jesus?  Are you willing to 

teach children a few Sunday’s each month?  Please give it some prayerful consideration.  Questions? Talk with 

Mark Rowley or Marilyn Shults. 

Vacation Bible School  
This year’s VBS program will take us back to the jungle to explore the nature of God. Registration forms can be 
picked up at church or online at www.shepherd-valley.org. 
 
Volunteers are still needed for VBS.  Specifically, there is still a need for: 
7 crew leaders 
1 nursery assistant 
1 power point technician 
1 adult to direct crew leaders at memory work times 
3 adult crew coordinators 
 
Helpers are need all week or whatever days you can offer of VBS.  Have time 
before VBS to help?  We will be making decorations  on May 31 (contact Marilyn for details).  Sign up in the 
church lobby or send Marilyn an email (Marilyn@sotv-wdm.org ).  
 
Looking for Family Faith Resources? Vibrant Faith @ Home supports fam-
ilies who are intentional about their faith and religious practice as they raise 
the next generation of committed Christians. It seeks to equip and empower 
households to: TALK with each other about their faith, PRAY together in ways 
that are comfortable and comforting, RITUALIZE their important moments, 
REACH OUT in service and support of others. More than 60 faith activities are 
published each season -- spring, summer, fall, and winter.  Go to www.shepherd-valley.org to check Vibrant 
Faith out.   
 

 
 
 

http://www.shepherd-valley.org


 

The LWML is most commonly known for its “mite” offerings throughout the 
world, and in that vein the SOTV chapter of Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League remains committed to the LWML pledge of “We consecrate to our Savior 
our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 
raises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and gold to extend  

T 
he LWML is most commonly known for its “mite” offerings throughout 
the world, and in that vein the SOTV chapter of Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League remains committed to the LWML pledge of “We 
consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on 

His errands, our voice to sing His raises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming 
love, our silver and gold to extend His kingdom…(excerpted from LWML 
Pledge). 
 
LWML members meet on the third Tuesday of each month — September 
through June — with the main focuses being Bible Study, fellowship, and mission projects. “Mite  
offerings” are collected at each meeting. Occasional “dinners out” are enjoyed by all. Warm sharing and 
prayer concerns result in lasting friendships through Christ. 
 
Many plans are in process as the Iowa LWML Districts prepare to host the 2015 International LWML  
Convention. More information will be forthcoming on this exciting event! 
 
The only source of income for LWML at this time is sponsorship of a “Cookie Sunday” each month during 
Sunday morning Bible Study. All profits realized are committed to mission projects.  
  
LWML membership is open to all ladies of SOTV. Plan to visit and join the group in the ongoing effort to 
expand His Kingdom “so that all may know Jesus.”   
 

LADIES, MARK THE DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 
Excitement abounds as LWML makes plans for a fabulous half-day women’s retreat on Saturday,  

November 8th. Are you craving something sweet?  Join us for a rich and satisfying Sweet Retreat! 
Speaker and author Deb Burma will tickle your taste buds for God’s Word, packaged in an  

assortment of chocolaty sessions where you will find “comfort food” for your soul! Savor a time of  
refreshing fellowship and enjoy fistfuls of fun — all in one deliciously-fulfilling event! This is your 

opportunity to key in on God’s constant love for us The $20 registration fee includes a full hot breakfast, chocolate (and non-

chocolate) snack time, and never-to-be forgotten presentations.  (Some of you may have heard Deb speak at the International 
LWML Convention in Peoria a couple years ago.) 

 
And a special outreach for our Hispanic ministry friends is planned for the afternoon session. Truly, we are blessed to have this 

opportunity for SOTV members, neighbors, and friends throughout the community. 
 

There will be more information and reservation information on the SOTV website, and invitations will be available for you to 

personalize and share with your family, friends and neighbors!  Make this event a priority on your calendar! 
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June 
A 101 – Rooted – Basic Doctrine of Christian 

Church – This class is a snapshot of what it 
means to be a Christian. Why did God create 
me?  Why I am a Christen and others aren’t.   
Learn the answers to these as God’s plan is 
revealed through  
scripture.  

 
July 

B101 – Growing –Spiritual Gifts and Service - 
Discover your spiritual gifts so that they can 
grow and bear fruit for the glory of God and in 
the spiritual lives of others. 

 
During this class we will focus on Five Personal 

Factors that have combined to shape the “real” you. By identifying the specific traits you possess 
in each of these areas, the ministry that God has designed you for will become crystal clear!  

 
August 

C 101  — Reaching – Relentlessly Reaching Out – Sharing your Faith 
The moment you trust in Christ, you are called and commissioned to be a messenger of the Good News 

to people who haven’t heard or responded to it. During this class you will learn how to deliver YOUR 
personal message about the Grace of God. 

 
THE VALUE OF YOUR TESTIMONY 
1.  It is unique!  There is no other just like it. Only you can give it. Unless you tell it, it will never be 

heard.  
2.  It is personal and easy to understand. 
3.  You are the authority on it.  It’s difficult to argue with it. 
4.  People love to hear personal stories and they remember them. 
5. People can relate to it. It builds a relational bridge. 
 

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give  
the reason for the hope that you have.”   1 Peter 3:15  

Schedule: 
A 100  Rooted – Basics of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 

Saturday March 8 at 6 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 

Sunday March 9 at 9 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 
 

B 100 Growing - 4 Habits of Christians Growing 
Saturday April 5 at 6 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 

Sunday April 6 at 9 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 

 
C 100 – Reaching – Using our God-given Gifts 

Saturday May 3 at 6 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 
Sunday May 4 at 9 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 

 

A 101 – Rooted – Basic Doctrine of the Christian Church 
Saturday June 7 at 6 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 

Sunday June 8 at 9 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room 
 

If you have any questions about these classes or would like to suggest another time, please feel free to contact me and 
together we will deepen our roots as we grow and reach out in the name of our Lord and Savior. I look forward to see-

ing you there.  

 
God’s Blessing  

Josh Sieglaff 
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Ladies’ Bible Study: Join us for Ladies Bible Study on Thursday mornings from 9:30 a.m. — 11:15 a.m.  
Childcare is provided.  This class is led by Marie Rickert and studies different sections of the Bible,  
characters and current events in the lives of women. Currently the group is studying Philippians: Jesus Our 
Joy by Donald Baker.  It is a wonderful environment to learn more and more about God’s unfailing love. 
Come to this class filled with laughter and wisdom for all. 

Men’s Bible Study: Please consider joining the Men’s Breakfast Bible Study group that meets the first and 
third Mondays of the month at the Iowa Machine Shed Restaurant (11151 Hickman Rd.) from  
6:30 — 7:30 a.m. Come and “get fed” by the chefs and through the Word of God. Please be assured you 
can join us at any time as new discussions occur each meeting. For more information, contact  
Ken Setzkorn at 252-6768 (work) or 979-1032 (cell). You will be glad you came. Check us out! 

Adult Sunday School: Join us Sunday morning from 9:15 a.m. — 10:15 a.m. in the Family Life  
Center. Come for coffee and treats and a wonderful time of fellowship.  
 
Intercessory Prayer: Join this group Saturday mornings at 8 a.m. to gather in prayer for our  
congregation and individual prayer requests.  
 
Prayer Chain: The prayer chain is looking for additional members to pray for the joys, sorrows and 
needs of members and their friends. Prayers are sent out by e-mail or phone calls and God has given 
amazing answers to our prayers. If you would like more information, please call Marie Rickert at  
225-8421. If you would like to submit a prayer, you may call the church office at 225-1623 or e-mail 
Marie at mmrickert@msn.com. 
 
Altar Guild: Ever wonder how the communion gets on the altar?  If you could serve on this team for 
one month of the year or would like more information, please contact Barb Monson at 987-1655. 

THRIVENT FAMILY EVENT will be on June 8 at the Blank Park Zoo from 5:30—

7:30 p.m. Look for more information on posters in the Narthex or in the  
weekly announcements. 
 
PLAN TO ATTEND We are privileged to welcome a “son of the congregation” in our 

midst the weekend of Nov. 8-9, 2014. Pastor Cory Burma, now serving the Lord in Columbus, Neb., will return and 
share his message with us at all three services November 8 and 9 .  Shepherd of the Valley was honored to be 
Cory’s “sponsoring” congregation when he entered Seminary study. As an added bonus, Cory’s wife Deb will be  
presenting a women’s “Sweet Retreat” the morning of Saturday, November 8. Watch the website and later newslet-
ters for more details! 
 
RELENTLESSLY REACHING OUT:  JuBELLation Choir is leading the charge for all of SOTV’s music ministries to 
partner up and help one of our sister organizations, Hope Ministries. The music ministries of SOTV have collected 
enough food supplies and monetary donations to put together two batches of food which will serve 100 people each 
(200 people total). These will be used through the Hope Café at Hope Ministries, which is committed to meeting the 
needs of the homeless men, women and children in the greater DM area. The Hope Café is their community dining 
hall which serves three free meals every day the entire year. What a wonderful 
way for SOTV and its teams of ministry to come together for the greater good of 
our fellow brothers and sisters in need. One more way that SOTV is continuing to 
RELENTLESSLY REACH OUT for the sake of sharing Jesus’ love!  Thank you to 
everyone involved in the music ministries at SOTV and their continued servant 
hearts.  



 

Vacation Bible School 
Needs Your Help! 
 
If at all possible, 
please change 
your summer 
work schedules to 
afternoons/  
evenings for SOT-
V’s Jungle  
Safari VBS the 
week of June 16-
20! We need 
group leaders! 
These kids love to 
be with you guys! It’s your chance to 
touch the life of a child of God, as a 
Child of God! 
 

Buy Teacher Gifts with SCRIP! 
The end of the year is approaching 
and that means many of you will be 
thinking about teacher gifts. Don’t 
forget to utilize the ACT Scrip Gift 
Card program here at SOTV. Your 
youth earns credit for any purchase 
you may make. It’s super simple! 
 
Check out www.shopwithscrip.com 
to see all of the available cards you 
can order. Let us know Sunday what 
cards you’d like ordered and they will 
arrive in the middle of the week. We 
also have some cards on-hand such 
as Barnes and Nobles, Starbucks, Panera, Subway … a 
great “treat” for any teacher! 

Got questions on SCRIP? See either Shelli Burmester, Jodi 
Parrott or Angie Spann, as we would LOVE to help you 
along with this EASY gift card program that helps out  
our youth.   

A.C.T. Sponsors Child in Need 

O 
ver the years, A.C.T. has sponsored a number of 
children through Holt International. Their newest 
child is 14-year-old Emebet from Ethiopia. Emebet 
is a good student and enjoys playing soccer. She 

is polite and respectful and has lots of friends. 
 
Emebet’s family has no steady source of income, and  
depends on her father’s earnings as a day laborer to cover 
the expenses for their home, clothing and food. Diseases 
like typhoid fever and malaria are not uncommon where 
Emebet lives. She and her siblings face a shortage of food, 
education and educational supplies. With the help of her 
sponsors, Emebet’s family has been given a cow to help 
feed her family and also generate dairy products  
for income.  

http://www.shopwithscrip.com


 

HELP SUPPORT OUR VETERANS THIS  
MEMORIAL DAY WITH A.C.T. 
 
A.C.T. (Active Christian Teens) is partnering with Operation Barnabas for a collection drive this Memorial 
weekend. You may drop your items to the church in the narthex area by the ACT bulletin board, or you 
may simply "drive-thru" Camp Dodge in Johnston on Memorial Day, May 26  from 5—10 a.m.  All of the 
donations received will benefit veterans within Central Iowa. While at Camp Dodge enjoy a free "military-
style" breakfast of biscuits and gravy at the Gold Star Museum. 
 
ITEMS NEEDED 
Food items:  coffee, sugar and cream packets, canned meats, chewing gum, microwave popcorn, granola bars 
Clothing items:  men and women's clothing, rain ponchos, socks, underclothes 
Personal care items:  deodorant, feminine sanitary products, bath soap, shampoo, perfume, cologne, combs, hair 
brushes, African-American hair products, denture cleaning supplies,  
disposable razors 
Cleaning supplies:  laundry detergent, dryer sheets, toilet paper,  
paper towels 
Misc. supplies:  baby diapers, "thumb" drives (any size), Des Moines-area 
bus passes, craft kits, model kits (non-toxic) 
 
SUPPLY COLLECTION DEADLINE AT SOTV IS Friday, May 24. 
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity and support of our  
veterans and A.C.T. 
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10 FAMILY ROAD TRIP ACTIVITIES 
1.  The Alphabet Game. Pick a topic – animals, for instance – Start 
with A, and let each person in turn name an animal that begins with a 
letter of the alphabet. To make things more challenging, ask each per-
son to recite all the animals that have been named so far, as they go 
along. When you reach Z, begin again with a different topic. 

2. The License Plate Game. See how many different state license 
plates you can spot on your trip. Keep a list of your sightings or before 
your trip, print out a map of the U.S., and check off each state when you 
see a vehicle with that plate. 

3. Picture it. Give each child an inexpensive disposable camera, and 
allow them to take photos of anything of interest they see along the 
way. After the trip, have the photos developed and let each child create 
their own homemade storybook about their travels. 

4. Aluminum foil art. Take along a roll of aluminum foil and let your kids use it to craft their own crea-
tions. They might try making jewelry, animal sculptures, hats, cars… the possibilities are as endless as 
their imaginations! 

5. Travel bingo and other games. Pick up a set of travel bingo boards at the local dollar store… the 
ones with the little red windows that slide across each square as the letters and numbers are called. Or 
look for other travel games with magnetic pieces that won't get lost. 

6. Counting games. Assign each member of the family something specific to count along your route. 
Think cows, fire trucks, trains, police cars, horses, American flags, etc. Tally up each person's score at 
every rest stop to see who has the most points. 

7. The Drawing Game. Pass around a piece of paper, and let everyone add one line until it forms a pic-
ture. When the picture is complete, let the kids color it in. 

8. 20 Questions. In this classic game, Player 1 thinks of an object; then the other players, in turn, ask 
one question at a time to try and guess what it is. But the limit is 20 questions. If they haven't guessed by 
then, Player 1 wins! 

9. Travel totes. This one takes a little advance planning, but it's worth it! Pick up an inexpensive tote bag 
for each child and fill it with books, crayons, coloring books, a note pad, their favorite portable snacks and 
treats, and a favorite toy. Each child having their own bag will eliminate back seat battles over whose turn 
it is to use the crayons next! 

10. Roadside attractions and tacky tourist traps. Factor in a little fun along the road by stopping at one 
offbeat spot: a quirky souvenir stand; a local advertising oddity like a gigantic chicken statue, an unusual 
roadside museum, or maybe even a diner in the shape of a hot dog. Even a quick pit stop in a fun spot 
can refresh and revive everyone, and inspire lively conversation for the rest of the trip. 

© 2011 iMOM. All Rights Reserved. Family First, All Pro Dad, iMOM, and Family Minute with Mark 
Merrill are registered trademarks. 



 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
3900 Ashworth Road  
West Des Moines, IA   50265 

GET READY TO MAKE A SPLASH! 
Please join us for the second-annual Congregational 
Swim Party on Saturday, June 28 from  
6:15 – 8:15 p.m. at the 
Clive Aquatic Center, 1900 
NW 114 St. Come relax for 
the evening — swimming 
is optional. Everyone is  
welcome and encouraged 
to bring a friend and a 
snack to share.  


