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What a beautiful fall we have had!  The colors have been simply gorgeous!  

With the week of nice weather that ahead, we look forward to even more time 

out on the playground!  It’s hard to believe that the holidays will soon be here.  Enjoy the season!  

 

Ice Cream Social A Huge Success! - Thank you to everyone for your support of the Ice Cream 

Social and Silent Auction on October 17th.  It was a great success!  It was fun to see everyone 

enjoying ice cream, winning baskets & artwork, kids playing games and watching the puppet 

show.  The total proceeds from basket sales is $4,133.25!  This money will go toward educational 

materials and program supplies for the ELC.  We thank you, our ELC families and friends, ELC 

teachers, SOTV friends, for donating to the theme baskets, bringing toppings and desserts buying 

raffle tickets, bidding on classroom artwork and volunteering.  We appreciate your generosity and 

time!  Thank you to Kary Howie for sharing her artistic gifts again this year in designing the 

beautiful classroom artwork and to Anastasiya Landry for assisting her.  Thank you also to the 

ELC Volunteer Team for planning the social and working hard to pull all the details together.  

They are: Rebecca Bruck, Rosalyn Roberts, Amber Kelley, Victoria Ogier, Kary Howie, 

Anastasiya Landry, Kavitha Keshavamurthy, Sarah Newton, Merry Bess McCoy, Ashley 

Thoreson and Kari Lengeling.   

 

Lastly, thank you to the following individuals, groups and businesses for donating to the social: 

 

Elizabeth LaFleur (ELC)     Portrait Innovations 

Mindy Richtsmeier (ELC)    Science Center of Iowa 

Emily Weese (ELC)     Willow Creek Golf 

Amber Kelley (ELC)      Backyard Adventures 

Kary Howie (ELC)     Pizza Hut 

Jen Foster-Krueger (SOTV)    Bike World 

JoAnne Cook (SOTV)    Noodles & Co. 

Praise Band (SOTV)     Sky Zone 

Team Joy (SOTV)     Bravo Cucina Italiana 

LWML Lutheran Women’s Mission League(SOTV)Henry Doorly Zoo 

Altar Guild (SOTV)                                                    Iowa Barnstormers 

Ladies Bible Study (SOTV)               Scratch Cupcakery 

Adult Choir (SOTV)     Vala’s Pumpkin Patch 

ELC Advisory Team               Chow’s Gymnastic & Dance Institute  

Casey’s General Store     Tinyprints 

Panera 

Little Princess Parties 

Wine Styles of West Glen 

 

 

Last but not least, thank you to Westlakes Hy-Vee on Jordan Creek Parkway in WDM, for 

donating ice cream for the social.  Their generosity is greatly appreciated!   



 

Requesting Donations from Local Businesses 

Each year we need volunteers to contact businesses requesting donations for the Ice Cream Social.  

This process must start early in the calendar year, in January or February.  Would you consider 

helping us out with this task?  A long list of suggested businesses is already established in a 

Google doc, making this an easy at-home job.  We are always looking for new places to contact as 

well.  Instructions are provided.  If you’d be willing to help out, please reply to me, Diane 

Hensley.  Thanks! 

 

Fun Times At The Harvest Festival 

Last week we enjoyed some great costume parades under the skylight.  It was fun 

seeing each of the children in their costumes.  Following the parades, the kids 

had fun playing games in the gym which ended with catching a treat at the 

fishing pond.  It was a fun time had by all!  Thank you to the following 

volunteers who helped us on those days:  Kary Howie, Dylan Kopriva, Andrea 

Van Steenis, Marly Harlan, Erika Weih, Tina Anderson, Amy Wilson, Lorie Rosebrook, 

Wendy Kelly, Ashley Wise, Tiffany Uittenbogaard, Diana Kaufman, Bruce De Haan and 

Sarah Sanftner.  All volunteers were a big help and greatly appreciated!  

 

Vision Screening Completed – Thank You, Volunteers!   

We are grateful to the Lion’s Club Volunteers for providing us this free vision screening service 

again this year.  Thank you also to these special parents who donated their time to assist and ensure 

that the children were comfortable with this experience here at school.  Thank you, 

Gina Lewis, Suzanne Parry, Rosalyn Roberts and Bruce De Haan.  The 

screening was once again very kid-friendly.   

 

School Portraits Taken – Thank You, Volunteers! 

Thank you to the following parent volunteers who did a great job assisting the photographer when 

he was here.  They are:  Traci Healy, Tia Pugh, Andrea Gillmor Ashley Wise, Nadia 

Lazutkina and Morgan Dutler.  We appreciate your time and the special attention you gave to all 

the children!   

 

Shepherd’s Flock Coat Drive 

The ELC Volunteer Team is planning a coat drive!  New and gently used coats 

(and hats, gloves, etc.) will be accepted in all sizes.  Look for the big box in the 

skylight area November 7-18.  Donations will benefit those in need in our 

community.  Let’s come together to provide a little warmth for other families this 

winter. 

 

Welcome Keith Erickson, Maintenance Director 

Many of you know our Maintenance Director, Larry Rix.  The kids know him as “Mr. Larry”.  

Larry has recently decreased his hours to half-time.  We are now blessed to have a second 

maintenance person on staff.  Keith Erickson will be taking care of the school the other half of the 

week.  Keith is a long-time Shepherd of the Valley church member, and has worked as an 

elementary school custodian for many years.  We are happy to have him at Shepherd’s Flock.  

Welcome “Mr. Keith”! 

 

 



A Family Advent Experience – Join us! 

Monday, November 14 at 12:35 OR Tuesday, November 15 at 11:00 in the church nursery 

Will the love of Jesus sparkle in YOU this Christmas season?  As parents, we want to make each 

Christmas more meaningful than the last.  But how will we do it?  Come and see The Sparkle Box, 

a beautiful book written by Jill Hardie.  This Christmas book is 

perfect for any family desiring to celebrate the real reason for the 

season.   Join us for a 30 minute workshop where you’ll hear the 

story and learn ways that your family can reflect the love of 

Jesus this Advent season.  This workshop will be facilitated by 

Marilyn Shults, Director of Family Ministries at SOTV, and 

Diane Hensley, ELC Director.  There is no cost for the 

workshop, but please RSVP by Nov. 7 so that we can provide 

enough materials for everyone attending.  If you’ve not signed 

up and life allows you to come, do join us.  Children who need 

to attend are welcome to play in the nursery during the 

workshop.  We hope you will attend and put a little Sparkle 

under YOUR Christmas tree!   

 

Conferences  In November 

Each year Shepherd’s Flock offers fall and spring conferences.  The fall conferences will be held 

on Thursday, November 17 and Friday, November 18.  See your teacher’s class November 

newsletter for details.  You will find the schedule for conference times posted at each classroom 

door soon.  This is a wonderful time for you to sit down with your child’s teacher and discuss the 

progress that your child is making, as well as any concerns or questions that you may have.    

Please remember that children may not attend conferences and child care is not provided.  

However, parents may want to cover for each other for conferences.  The gym will be open with a 

few toys in it.  Lastly, we encourage you to consider your conference time an opportunity to 

consult with your child’s teacher about which program would best suit your child, if he or she will 

be returning to Shepherd’s Flock in the fall of 2017.  

 

Conference Lunches For Teachers 

Would you like to take part in providing a “pot-luck style” lunch for the teachers 

on their busy conference days?  It’s a fun way to show the teachers that we 

appreciate all they do. Watch for online sign-ups to be available soon.   

 

Scholastic Gift Books – With Christmas approaching, this is a great time to order 

books!  We realize that your purchase may be a gift for someone special.  For the November and 

December books, we will automatically bag all of the books that come in.  After December, if you 

would like us to keep your books a secret, please slip a note to your child’s teacher and we’ll have 

our Scholastic volunteer “bag” it.  That way we won’t spoil the surprise.  Also be aware that 

November books should be here before the Thanksgiving break, but the December 

order is uncertain.  These months always have an early due date but back orders are a 

possibility and there are no guarantees.  So please plan accordingly.  Thank you. As 

always, with online orders use our school code: GQTFL and not teacher name.  

Lastly, in case you’re not aware, with the online site you can view and order from 

ALL the catalogs.  Check it out for gift giving for all ages!  

 

 



Shepherd’s Flock Christmas Programs  

Preschool Christmas Programs will be on Wednesday, December 14 (for MWF & M-F 

classes) and Thursday, December 15 (for T/Th & M-Th classes).  The kindergarten programs 

will be on Friday, December 18.  See your teacher’s calendar and newsletter for your class 

performance time.  In most cases two classes pair up to entertain you.  Feel free to bring family 

and any other loved ones or friends you’d like to invite.  We strive to keep our 

programs low key so they are not scary and upsetting for the children.  They’ll 

sing songs and share with you some songs and finger-plays.  Afterwards, 

we’ll get together in the Youth Room for cookies, punch and fellowship.  

We’re asking all families to please bring ½ dozen cookies on the morning of 

your program to share.  Store bought or home baked cookies are fine for this 

special occasion.  As always, please adhere to our “No nuts of any kind” 

policy with your treats.  See you there and don’t forget the camera!  You won’t 

want to miss it! 

 

Looking Ahead … Registration for 2017-2018 School Year 

As in the past, we will conduct pre-registration in January (2017) for all of our currently enrolled 

students and their siblings.  Near the end of Christmas Break, you will be e-mailed information 

regarding the different class options.  You will be asked to indicate your preference for your child 

if he or she will be attending Shepherd’s Flock in the fall.  Your completed form with 

registration fee will be due January 13th ($100 for preschool, $200 for kindergarten).  There 

is also a spot on that form to list younger siblings for upcoming school years.  After January 13th, 

we move to the Waiting List and enroll those children in the order in which they were placed on 

the list, to fill in the remaining spots.   

 

Cashiers (10-key operaters) Needed for Twice Blessed Sale March 31 & April 1  

Our 16
th

 Annual Twice Blessed Consignment Sale will be held Friday, March 31 

and Saturday, April 1.  In case you’re not familiar with the sale, this is a big 

fundraiser for the ELC.  It’s like a huge garage sale of gently used (quality), baby, 

children and maternity items.  The sale benefits buyer and seller alike:  sellers keep 

70% of their asking price.   Buyers get great deals.  The ELC gets 30% of the profits.  

Purchasing a seller packet is necessary in order to sell;  $10 if you plan to volunteer 

for 2 hours or more, otherwise $20. Packets go on sale mid-January.  We are asking 

all ELC families to donate 2 hours of their time to helping with the sale.  Many volunteers are 

needed!  There is a wide range of opportunities, something for everything!  At this time we would 

like to identify any 10-key operators or those with experience cashiering.  Please let me know if 

you have this skill and if you would be able to help cashier at the sale.  We need all the help we 

can get!  Thank you for rolling up your sleeves and supporting your child’s school! 

 

 

Pop Tabs for Ronald McDonald House  

Did you know?  Shepherd’s Flock collects pop tabs to benefit 

Ronald McDonald Houses.  If you are not familiar with the 

houses, they are places where a family can stay when a family 

member has a long term hospitalization far from home.  The 

aluminum tabs (tabs you pull to open soda, soup or other cans) 

help offset the House’s expenses.  Many ask, “Why collect only 

the tabs?”  Although the whole can is valuable, the tab is much 



cleaner and easier to collect in large quantities than whole cans.  The tab is made of high quality, 

high-grade aluminum.  It may not seem like much, but when we pull together, pop tabs really add 

up!  So start pulling and drop your tabs to the containers in the classrooms or on the Parent Table.  

Thank you for reaching out to families during a difficult time! 

 

A volunteer is needed to deliver our pop tabs to the Ronald McDonald House.  This would be 

needed only once or twice during the school year.  The house is located on the corner of 15
th

 

St. & Pleasant St. near Blank Children’s Hospital.  Hours to deliver are M-F 8am-6pm.  If 

you are willing to help out, contact Diane Hensley at 225-1952 or diane@sotv-wdm.org  

Thanks!   

  

Fun Facts: 

 The Ronald McDonald House receives the going rate for aluminum, which changes as the 

demand changes – varying from rates of 23 to 52 cents per pound on any given period.   

 They average about 450 pounds every 10 days, or approximately $234.   

 Every penny helps families stay at the House -- $10 pays for one family for one night! 

 Pop tabs are common and easy to collect for any individual or organization to participate! 

 

 

Important Reminders: 
 

Restroom Use, Handwashing, & Illness: We appreciate you taking your little one to the restroom 

upon arrival each day. If a child has to use the restroom prior to a scheduled bathroom break, the 

teacher must take the entire class to the restroom. This uses up precious minutes in the already fast 

moving session. Thank you for taking the time to make this a habit. This good habit also helps to 

ensure that your child gets a thorough hand washing upon arrival to the classroom each day. As we 

all try to be extra mindful about the spread of germs, this one simple task helps to protect all of us 

against colds and the flu. If your child does have to miss school due to illness, please remember 

that they should stay home for at least 24 hours after there is no longer a fever or signs of a fever, 

without the use of fever-reducing medicine. 

 

Keeping Our Kids Safe 

Please remember that children are never to be left unattended in cars out in the parking lot.  For 

safety sake, we ask that you bring all children in your care, with you, as you escort your 

preschooler in and out of the building.  With winter approaching, we realize it may be tempting to 

quickly run in and out of school, but it takes only a moment for something to go wrong with a 

child left unsupervised.  If you need assistance in this area, we encourage you to pair up with 

another family and help each other out.  The class share lists can be helpful for this purpose.  If 

you need another copy of your child’s class list, please inform your child’s teacher or myself.  

Thank you for your compliance with these very important procedures. 

 

Also…Many of you come in and out of the school with several children in tow.  We are asking 

everyone to keep an eye on ALL kids, to help ensure their safety as we come and go each day.  If 

you see a child passing through the doors without an adult, please speak out!  Notify someone 

immediately!  Drop-off and pick-up times can be hectic with many people moving in and out of 

the building.  This partnership is critical and is certainly appreciated by all! 

 

mailto:diane@sotv-wdm.org


Late Pick-Up of Children & Late Fees 

Weather and traffic conditions may be causes for slight delays you when come to pick-up your 

child.  However, please understand that when your child is left waiting ten minutes or more, you 

need to pay a late fee.  As stated on page 8 in your Parent Handbook:  A late fee of $10.00 will be 

charged for any child left ten minutes beyond dismissal time, and an additional $5.00 will be 

charged for each additional five minutes thereafter.  Habitual tardiness at pick-up time is not 

acceptable.  Your attention to this is appreciated by our teachers and by your child!  

               

Iowa Winters & School Cancellations   

The Shepherd’s Flock will automatically cancel school due to inclement weather 

if West Des Moines Public Schools decide to cancel.  This also includes late 

starts and early dismissals due to weather conditions.  If West Des Moines 

Public Schools announce that they will have a late start due to bad weather, the 

Shepherd’s Flock will not hold AM classes that day.  If the district announces an 

early dismissal in the afternoon, we will not hold classes for our PM session.  The 

district announcements can be found on TV, radio, on-line, etc.  Also, our Facebook page will post 

information regarding cancellations or early dismissals at Shepherd’s Flock.    

 

Cold & Flu Season Approaches 

At Shepherd’s Flock we continually take precautions to prevent the spread of 

germs which is one reason we emphasize the importance of the kids using the 

restroom and washing hands upon arrival.  Please remember that children 

should stay home for 24 hours after they no longer have the flu or symptoms, or 

signs of a fever.  They need to be off fever reducing medication for 24 hours 

before returning.  It saddens us when our little friends are sick and have to 

miss school, and we don’t want our teachers to be absent either.  Thank you for 

all that you are doing to keep your family, fellow classmates, their families, and our teaching staff 

healthy!  I know we ALL appreciate that!   

 

Use of the Church Nursery 

Shepherd of the Valley is more than happy to allow ELC children and families to use the church 

nursery.  If you have spare time and need a place to plant yourself and your child for whatever 

reason, you are welcome to use it.  We do ask that you pick up the toys and return the nursery to its 

original condition.  Thank you in advance for keeping it nice! 

 

As this busy holiday season approaches, I pray that you and your family are able to take 

time to enjoy and appreciate the abundant blessings that surround us.  May you focus 

on the real gift of Christmas, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  He came to earth to live 

and die for us so that we may live our lives with joy and with the great assurance 

of eternal life!  Holiday Blessings to you and your family from The Shepherd’s 

Flock ELC! 

 

Warmly, 

Diane Hensley 

Diane Hensley, ELC Director 

 

Read on for more information from SOTV… 



Shepherd of the Valley Invites You! 

 

 
 

                  A Special Family Service Project 

 
Shepherd of the Valley Church would like to invite your family to 
participate in helping children around the world have a special 
Christmas this year through the “Operation Christmas Child” 
program.  This year our boxes will be sent to Mexico and Niger, 
Africa.  We will be collecting items and filled shoe boxes at our 
church the week of November 14—21 in order for them to be sent 
in time for Christmas.  We’ve listed a few ways to help with this 

wonderful program below: 
 
Option 1: You may choose to take a special shoe box home with you, along with a brochure, and 
fill the shoe box up with items you’ve purchased and return the filled box to the church.  Use the 
special “All About Me” sheets to fill out with your child(ren), place in the shoe box and pray over 
the box that the child who receives this box may know how much God loves them and that Jesus 
died to save them from their sins.  
 
Option 2: Another option your family may choose to do is to purchase items to go in the shoe 
boxes that the church volunteers will place in the special shoe boxes.  Bring these purchased 
items back to the church and place by the display and the volunteers will make sure they get 
placed in boxes.   
 
All of the information is located at the display table in the narthex area of the church and if you 
have any questions feel free to ask any of the Office Staff. Most importantly we thank you for 
REACHING OUT so that others may come to know who Jesus is and the REAL REASON for 
Christmas! 
 
Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes… 
 
Suggestions are: 
School Supplies:  pens, pencils, crayons, markers, writing pads, drawing pads, coloring books, 
small picture books. 
Toys  (must be new): small cars, bouncy balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, 
Slinkys, small Etch A Sketch, jump ropes. 
Hygiene Items:  toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, washcloths, socks, travel size wrapped mild soap. 

 
 

 



 

CHRISTMAS TREES & WREATHS FOR SALE 
 

A.C.T. (Active Christian Teens, the High School Youth Group at SOTV) are excited to announce 

that trees and wreaths will be for sale once again at Shepherd of the Valley.  Look for them on the 

NW side of the building at Ashworth Road. 

 

Sales begin Friday, November 25 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

Beginning Saturday, November 26, hours are: 

 

Monday – Friday   5:30 p.m.  – 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday   9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday   11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Limited quantities so purchase early! 

 

Prices 

5'-6'........................$50.00 

6'-7'.......................$60.00 

8'-9'........……..........$85.00 

14" Wreaths….........$15.00 

 

 

They are beautiful Fraser Firs from North Carolina.  All money raised goes towards Youth 

Leadership & Missions and World-Wide Mission Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Christmas Services at Shepherd of the Valley 

 

 

Christmas Eve – 5:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day – 9:00 a.m. 


