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CONGRATULATIONS 2015 CONFIRMANDS! 
SOTV congratulates our 2015 Confirmation Class 
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Serve This Summer! 
Join us for the first summer of 
Servant’s Quest! 
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Support Our Veterans 
Operation Barnabas needs you 
this Memorial Day weekend 
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Summer is a Great Time ... 
To start shopping for Operation 
Christmas Child!  
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The following young people were confirmed at a special service  
in April.  
 
Back (left to right):  Kendra Schramm, Layne Collum, Haley Bush, Abby Gier-
storf, Ryleigh Collum, Jasmine Spann, Austin Ellingson 
 
Front (left to right):  Victoria Grubb, Grace Holvey, Cooper Best, Courtney 
Mouw, Angela Miller, Paige McFarling 

 
 



 

Dear Family in Christ, 
 

God desires for Christians to get along. In fact he leaves no room 
to wiggle out of it. Jesus made it clear when he said “By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.”(John 13:35) The way we act toward each other tells 
the story if we are a disciple or not. For thousands of years people 
have sought to fight the fellow redeemed with time, energy and 
resources.  
 
Just as Jesus was a unifying presence for His people, so are we. “I 
therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3) 
 
You are a source of unity in the church. We too often seek to resolve conflict apart from 
meeting in the love of Christ and “tweet” the way of the world. Shame on us. When a church 
doesn’t love its mission, vision, work and energy are all scooped up for the work of the devil, the 
world, and our sinful nature.  
 

For a church to be planted, the church needs to be aligned in unity 
and love. For a disciple to be made, the two people must be unified 
in the Spirit of love. For a disciple to be nurtured by a fellow 
disciple, the two must walk in unity of love. God does not want us 
to be a divisive force. (Rom. 14:19, I Cor. 1:10, I Peter 3:8) You 
are to love your fellow church members unconditionally. While that 
doesn’t mean you agree with everyone, it does mean you are 
willing to sacrifice your own preferences to keep the unity in the 
church home. This we call the theology of the cross. 
 
When we seek unity, we demonstrate love. “Above all, put on 
love—the perfect bond of unity.” (Col. 3:14) We tend to gloss over 
the “above all” and replace it with our wisdom, our piety, or our 
pride. What is more important than “Above All”? What are you 
offering: complaint, gossip, frustration, disappointment, self-
righteousness? Jesus changes us with love through the cross. Jesus 
loves us and went to the cross. Jesus loves us and overcame the 

cross. Jesus loved us so that we love by taking up our cross to follow Him. Others will know that 
we belong to Jesus by our love not by our anger, harsh words or nasty name calling. When we 
all do our part for unity, we create an environment that makes healthy disciples fill heaven, and 
empties hell.  Good stuff. 

Pastor Dahlke 

Having some fun during our down  time 
at the Exponential church-planting  
conference in Tampa, Fla. in April. 
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Shepherd of the Valley started the year strong and is operating within 
the approved annual budget.    Offering for the first quarter was 
$174,779 with total income for the church 
$189,032 for the same period.  The church had 
expenses for the quarter of $176,497.    The Early 
Learning Center continues to be blessed with sign
-ups for 2015-2016 school year and a successful 
twice blessed consignment sale.    Shepherd of 
the Valley continues to be blessed with faithful 
members that continue to mature in their spir-
itual lives; rooted, reaching and growing in 
God’s Word.   

 

 

Felecia J. DeJong 
4205 Park Avenue, Apt E3-16 
Des Moines, IA 50321-3428 

Dejofe01@gmail.com 
224-558-3045 

 
Dan Feekes 

8601 Westown Parkway, # 13106, 
West Des Moines, IA 50266-1625 

dancfeekes@gmail.com 
712-269-8923 

 
Harold ‘LeRoy’ and Karen Kraai 

636 20
th
 Street 

West Des Moines, IA 50265-4821 
1kkraai@hotmail.com 

515-327-5922 
 

Gary and Patsy Linnevold 
2525 County Line Rd. #326 
Des Moines, IA  50321-3377 

linndsm@gmail.com 
515-287-1404 

 
Marcella Potthoff 

c/o Patsy Linnevold, 2525 County Line Rd. #326 
Des Moines, IA  50321-3377 



 

T 
here is no Sunday School for youth on Sunday, May 24. If you  
attend the adult Bible class, please find an alternative for your child. 
Remember, the nursery is for children younger than  
Kindergarten age. 

 
Summer Sunday School — Power Lab —  starts on May 31 and runs through  
August 31 (9:15 – 10:15 a.m.)  Summer Sunday School will have three groups 
for children and youth: 
 
Preschool and younger will meet in the nursery 
Kindergarten through grade 6 will meet in the Ephesians rooms 
Youth in grades 7-8 will meet at in Higher Grounds 

 
Time to register for SERVANTS QUEST!  All ages welcome! Families, singles and 

children! Join us June 14, 21 and 28 (come to one, two or all three dates). 

Register at the church Web site (www.shepherd-valley.org) or pick up a paper form 

in church lobby.  Registration closes on June 1.  Cost is $2.50 per person, per night 

(or $10 per family)  Pay when you arrive!  After you register, you will receive infor-

mation about the different projects.  Your choose where you want to serve.  Some 

of the projects include:  food preparation, faith & grace gardening, bench and little 

library for Monroe School, nursing home BINGO or nursing home fingernail painting, 

yardwork for a parent needing help, yard work at Life Care in Stuart & Monroe 

School, painting, blanket making, mini clothes drive & clothes organizing at Eddie Davis Center, cookie making, 

faith notes & bookmarks, etc.  There is something for everyone!  

 

Questions?  Call Marilyn or Marla at 515-225-1623.  

5K SOCK SCAMPER Join us on Saturday, July 25 at 9:00 a.m. (Check in starts at 8:15 a.m.) for this 
fun event to help support Central Iowa Shelter & Services (CISS). Registration costs include a 
pair of new socks for CISS plus $3 per person (or $10 per family). Run, walk, or bike along the 
5K trail! Then gather after your 5K for food & celebration! Workers needed —  check in people, 
hand out water, serve food, & cheer participants at the finish line. Why Central Iowa Shelter & 
Service (CISS)?  For 23 years CISS has provided free shelter and meals to homeless adults re-
gardless of physical or emotional conditions, and to facilitate their move toward self-sufficiency. 
Donations of socks are an ongoing need at Central Iowa Shelter & Services.   
 

 

COMMUNITY BACKPACK BLESSING On Saturday, August 8 at 10 a.m. SOTV will 
provide backpacks and supplies for community people and a blessing for the school 
year.  Donations of backpacks and school supplies continue to be accepted. Do you 
know someone who needs a backpack?  To receive a backpack and supplies the adult 
must come with their child on August 8, Backpacks and supplies are on a first come,  
first-served basis. 
 

 

http://www.shepherd-valley.org


 

JUNIOR YOUTH LATE NIGHTER  Ever wonder what happens at a late night event with 
junior youth?  Devotions.  Food.  Indoor floor games.  9-quare.  Food.  Real-life Hungry 
Hungry Hippo.  Hide and Seek.  Food (yes, more snacks!).  Prayer Stations.  Exhaustion 
(at least for the adults) and … Happiness! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PICTURE BIBLE FOR FAMILIES WITH 2 AND 3-YEAR-OLDS 
In this milestone parents spend 3 sessions preparing to be the spiritual 
leaders in the home.  This year Liz & Josh Sieglaff led the classes teaching 
parents how to share their faith, be a spiritual parent, train their child to 
pray & read the Bible, and how to bless your child.  In worship parents 
gifted their child with a Picture Bible while blessing their child. 
 
One family said their children love bedtime because they all are anxious to 
sit together and read the new Picture Bible.  Their family’s favorite thing is 
the activities after each story! One grandmother reported that her grand-
child came to spend the night.  When the child came in her bag was her 
new Picture Bible.  Grandma was thrilled!  
 
“These parents and grandparents are completing Deuteronomy 11: 19. 
Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 
up.” 
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The LWML is most commonly known for its “mite” offerings throughout the 
world, and in that vein the SOTV chapter of Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League remains committed to the LWML pledge of “We consecrate to our Savior 
our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 
raises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and gold to extend  

His kingdom…. 

T 
he LWML is most commonly known for its “mite” offerings 
throughout the world, and in that vein the SOTV chapter 
of Lutheran Women’s Missionary League remains commit-
ted to the LWML pledge of “We consecrate to our Savior 

our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our 
voice to sing His raises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, 
our silver and gold to extend His kingdom…(excerpted from LWML 
Pledge). 
 
LWML members meet on the third Tuesday of each month, September through June, 
with the main focuses being Bible Study, fellowship, and mission projects.  “Mite offer-
ings” are collected at each meeting.    Occasional “dinners out” are enjoyed by all.  
Warm sharing and prayer concerns result in lasting friendships through Christ. 
 
A highlight for LWML members is the National Convention being held in Des Moines June 
25-28.  Much time and effort has gone into planning this event – an awesome, spirit-
filled weekend!  If you have questions regarding attendance/registration, feel free to 
contact Judy Matthies at 279-8717. 
 
LWML, with the assistance of the Mission Board, recently allocated funds to “Adopt a 
Room” at the Hope Ministry Women’s Center for the balance of the calendar year.  Other 
recipients of LWML mission funds are Agape Pregnancy Center, Mission Central and Ruth 
Harbor. 
 
There will be a “Movie/Snack Night” on June 16th.  Featured film:  “God Is Not Dead.”  
Guests welcome to join us for the evening! 
 
Officers for the coming year, to be installed in September, are:  President, Linda Schug; 
1st Vice-President, Terry Rowley; Secretary, Rita Rusch; and Treasurer, Mary Kilburn. 
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Ladies’ Bible Study: Join us for Ladies Bible Study on Thursday mornings from 9:30 a.m. — 11:15 a.m.  
Childcare is provided.  This class is led by Marie Rickert and studies different sections of the Bible,  
characters and current events in the lives of women. Currently the group is studying Philippians: Jesus Our 
Joy by Donald Baker.  It is a wonderful environment to learn more and more about God’s unfailing love. 
Come to this class filled with laughter and wisdom for all. 

Men’s Bible Study: Please consider joining the Men’s Breakfast Bible Study group that meets the first and 
third Mondays of the month at the Iowa Machine Shed Restaurant (11151 Hickman Rd.) from  
6:30 — 7:30 a.m. Come and “get fed” by the chefs and through the Word of God. Please be assured you 
can join us at any time as new discussions occur each meeting. For more information, contact  
Ken Setzkorn at 252-6768 (work) or 979-1032 (cell). You will be glad you came. Check us out! 

Adult Sunday School: Join us Sunday morning from 9:15 a.m. — 10:15 a.m. in the Family Life  
Center. Come for coffee and treats and a wonderful time of fellowship.  
 
Intercessory Prayer: Join this group Saturday mornings at 8 a.m. to gather in prayer for our  
congregation and individual prayer requests.  
 
Prayer Chain: The prayer chain is looking for additional members to pray for the joys, sorrows and 
needs of members and their friends. Prayers are sent out by e-mail or phone calls and God has given 
amazing answers to our prayers. If you would like more information, please call Marie Rickert at  
225-8421. If you would like to submit a prayer, you may call the church office at 225-1623 or e-mail 
Marie at mmrickert@msn.com. 
 
Altar Guild: Ever wonder how the communion gets on the altar?  If you could serve on this team for 
one month of the year or would like more information, please contact Barb Monson at 987-1655. 

SUMMERTIME MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

Please consider going on a short mission trip this summer! Check out www.idwlcms.org 
for details on four options and for registration information. Please share these  
opportunities with your friends and family. Funding is available. 
  
May 1-3, 2015: Volunteer to help get Camp Okoboji ready for their summer events.   
Help needed for a day, part of a day or the weekend.  
 
June 7-12, 2015: Serve at the Luther Island Camp and Creation-Science Environmental 
Learning Center  
at Henning, Minn. 
 
July 22-26, 2015: Assist two small congregations in Southeast Kansas to reach out to their community  
by helping others. 
 
August 7-9, 2015: Reach out to the homeless in Omaha and serve at a Women’s Center. 



 

Buy Teacher Gifts  
with SCRIP! 
The end of the year is approaching and that means 
many of you will be thinking about 
teacher gifts. Don’t forget to utilize 
the ACT Scrip Gift Card program here 
at SOTV. Your youth earns credit for 
any purchase you may make. It’s su-
per simple! 
 
Check out www.shopwithscrip.com to 
see all of the available cards you can 
order. Let us know Sunday what cards 
you’d like ordered and they will arrive in the middle of 
the week. We also have some cards on-hand such as 
Barnes and Nobles, Starbucks, Panera, Subway … a 
great “treat” for any teacher! 

Got questions on SCRIP? See either Shelli Burmester, 
Jodi Parrott or Angie Spann, as we would LOVE to help 
you along with this EASY gift card program that helps 
out our youth.   

HELP SUPPORT OUR VETERANS THIS  
MEMORIAL DAY WITH A.C.T. 
 
A.C.T. (Active Christian Teens) is partnering with Operation Barnabas for a collection drive this Memorial 
weekend. You may drop your items to the church in the narthex area by the ACT bulletin board, or you 
may simply "drive-thru" Camp Dodge in Johnston on Memorial Day, May 24 from 5 - 9 a.m.  All of the  
donations received will benefit veterans within Central Iowa. While at Camp Dodge enjoy a free "military-
style" breakfast of biscuits and gravy at the Gold Star Museum. 
 
ITEMS NEEDED 
Food items:  coffee, sugar and cream packets, canned meats, chewing gum, microwave popcorn, granola bars 
Clothing items:  men and women's clothing, rain ponchos, socks, underclothes 
Personal care items:  deodorant, feminine sanitary products, bath soap, shampoo, perfume, cologne, combs, hair 
brushes, African-American hair products, denture cleaning supplies,  
disposable razors 
Cleaning supplies:  laundry detergent, dryer sheets, toilet paper,  
paper towels 
Misc. supplies:  baby diapers, "thumb" drives (any size), Des Moines-area 
bus passes, craft kits, model kits (non-toxic) 
 
SUPPLY COLLECTION DEADLINE AT SOTV IS Friday, May 22. 
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity and support of our  
veterans and A.C.T. 

Confirmands of 2015! 
Welcome to the ACT Group!  
 
It’s time to step it up! As a teen called by Christ it’s 
time for you to step up to ACT. That involves You, a 
commitment to the study of God’s Word, going out 
and  
serving God’s people, and great fellowship with the 
body of Christ!  
 
As soon as you take off that white robe and red car-
nation you are officially  
invited to Senior High Sunday School. They meet in 
the Youth Room from 9:15 – 10:15 each  Sunday 
morning all year round! You are also invited to ACT  
Sunday nights from 6 - 7 p.m. Plan on jumping in 
with both feet, sign up for everything. We want to 
get to know You and to do that we need your time! 
We can hardly wait to share our love for Jesus  
with you! 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com


 

What If? 
 
What if the resurrected Jesus were to appear in your 
neighborhood? Can you even begin to imagine the 
commotion and "buzz" it would create? How long   
until the news crews and paparazzi would overwhelm the neighborhood? On a more 
positive note, can you even begin to imagine the transformation that would occur 
in people's lives? What would happen as they experienced first hand the uncondi-
tional love, the laughter and also the truth of Jesus Christ? What love, joy and 
peace (the first three fruit of the Spirit!) would begin to flow from their lives as 
they receive God's forgiveness, life and salvation! 
 
I’ve got news for you: It’s more of a possibility than you think. No, Jesus isn't going 
to suddenly start walking  around your neighborhood.   But He is present. And  He is 
at work, desiring to bring everyone to saving faith in Him! 
 
And now He's inviting you to join Him on the adventure of a lifetime! As a baptized 
child of God you are the presence of Jesus made tangible in your family, neighbor-
hood, workplace or school. But don't worry . This isn't something that depends on 
you. Jesus does the work. He's inviting you simply to join Him; to simply begin by 
loving your neighbor as yourself, to allow His love, joy and peace to flow through 
you to others. 
 
Intrigued? Excited? Petrified?  Curious?   Let me challenge you to simply take the 
first step. Plan on attending a "Living On Mission" event to  be held in Iowa District 
West the end of this month.  There's no charge,  but pre-registration  is encouraged 
at ww w .iowamissions.org .  They  will  be facilitated  by Rev. Greg Finke, an LCMS pas-
tor and author of Joining Jesus On  His Mission.  Here's the schedule: 
 
Thursday, May 28 - Zion, Denison (6:30 - 9pm 
Saturday, May 30 - Good Shepherd, Fort Dodge (9:30am -    12pm) 
 
Sunday, May 31 - Shepherd of the Valley, West Des Moines (1:30 -   4pm) 
 
Living on mission with Jesus Christ is not about changing what  we  do  when we go to 
church on the weekend. It is about changing what we do when we go out as the 
Church into our neighborhoods, workplaces and schools on Monday. The invitation to 
join Jesus on His mission is extended. A great first step would be to attend  one  of 
these events. 
 
What  if you were to attend? Go to www.iowamissions _.org to  register and prepare 
for the adventure of a lifetime! 
 
[God] is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according  to 

His power  at work  within us!   (Ephesians 3:20) 



 

U.S. Church Planting:  
A New Initiative for the LCMS 

by Melanie Ave 
 

A new chapter on church planting is about to begin in the recent history book of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

 
Faced with population shifts and a request for the Synod to play a larger role in helping districts, circuits and congregations start 

new churches, discussions are just beginning about how to craft a new church-planting initiative aimed at encouraging, facilitat-
ing, funding and sharing best practices, said the Rev. Bart Day, interim chief missions officer and executive director of the LCMS 

Office of National Mission. 

 
The 2013 Synod convention approved a resolution to “encourage church multiplication as means of making new disciples.” 

 
Some LCMS districts, congregations and related church organizations are actively planting churches. But the effort, Day said, 

seems fragmented and somewhat invisible. 

 
“Right now, it’s just not in the spotlight, on the radar,” he said. “It’s not getting the attention it needs from the broader whole of 

Synod and all 35 districts being engaged in daughtering and planting congregations.” 
 

The LCMS Office of National Mission has written policies specific to church planting that call for the Synod to work with districts 
and congregations to develop witness and mercy opportunities that will lead to the establishment of Word and Sacrament minis-

try and support the development of strong missional leaders. 

 
A New Mission Frontier 

 “This is the next chapter in the Missouri Synod book of missions.” — The Rev. Steven Schave, director of LCMS Urban & Inner-
City Mission, who is coordinating the Synod’s church-planting efforts 

In short, the mission field is here. But by and large, LCMS congregations are not concentrated in fast-growing areas — cities — 

or where minority groups are the highest. 
 

Sixty-four percent of the Synod’s membership is in the Midwest, 16 percent in the South, 13 percent in the West and 7 percent 
in the Northeast, according to Pew Research Center’s “Religious Landscape” report. 

 
But it is U.S. urban areas, Schave said, that are prime spots for mission work and new churches. 

“This is the next chapter in the Missouri Synod book of missions,” he said. 

 
Schave said LCMS church plants will go beyond the suburbs and small towns to reach different ethnic groups, college campuses, 

underserved communities and neglected inner cities. Domestic missionaries will become mission developers, helping to plant or 
restart churches. 

 

During November’s LCMS National Mission Summit in California, the Rev. Larry Vogel, associate executive director of the LCMS 
Commission on Theology and Church Relations, gave a presentation on demographics, citing information from Pew and the 

LCMS Office of Rosters and Statistics. 
 

He said the LCMS is 95 percent non-Latino white compared to less than 64 percent for the entire country. Only one other faith 

tradition had a higher percentage of whites: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 

Additionally, Vogel said the level of aging in LCMS congregations is well above average and the Synod is struggling to retain and 
evangelize young people. 

 
After presenting the rather grim statistics, Vogel left the group on a positive note. 

“We live by the Gospel, not numbers,” he said. “We will all die without it, so I simply remind you that we walk by faith not by 

sight or statistics. That doesn’t mean we can ignore the numbers, but I pray that it will allow us to keep them in their place.” 
 

 



 

Coming Alongside 

Church planting is very much a part of LCMS history.  
 

In the late 1800’s, the Synod averaged a new church a 
day. In comparison, between 2006 and 2014, the 

LCMS had 559 new church starts and new congrega-

tions — an average of 70 per year, according to LCMS 
Rosters & Statistics. 

 
“Planting a church is a natural occurrence in the life of 

the church and it is quite biblical and Trinitarian by 
nature,” Schave recently wrote for the LCMS Leader 

Blog in an article called “Planting a Reformation.” “And 

in these dark and latter days, when one thinks upon 
Christ’s imperative to preach repentance and for-

giveness to the ends of the earth, and we consider 
how some of our largest major cities have only a hand-

ful of LCMS churches, there is certainly opportunity to 

love our neighbors and preach the Good News across 
the spectrum.” 

 
Day said by taking a leadership role, the LCMS can bring together districts, circuits, congregations and other partners and help 

create a more coordinated approach and a framework in which to plant churches. 
 

“We’re just recognizing our lack of leadership in church planting has not been helpful,” he said. “How do we strategize and 

help equip districts to do missions in new territories or where maybe they’ve wanted to but they haven’t had the resources or 
the skills? 

 
“Can we come alongside them and help them do it?” 

 

In addition to the Synod’s urban ministry, its Black, Hispanic, Rural & Small Town and Campus ministries also will be a key 
part of the church-planting initiative. 

 
LCMS Hispanic Ministry works with districts and congregations to reach out to Hispanics in their communities, which has in-

cluded the creation of congregations, special Spanish-language services and mercy work. 

The Rev. Dr. Carlos Hernandez, director of LCMS Church and Community Engagement — which include the strategic develop-
ment of Hispanic Ministry — said the 52 million Latinos in the United States, the largest ethnic population, are an “enormously 

untapped mission field.” 
 

“This is what we have been called to do — to make disciples of all nations — and to be Christ’s witnesses to the ‘ends of the 
earth,’” he said. “What a Gospel-proclamation opportunity.” 

 

The Rev. Todd Kollbaum, director of LCMS Rural & Small Town Mission, said although much of his work has focused on church 
revitalization, he is helping rural congregations determine potential areas or communities in which to plant churches. 

 
About half of the Synod’s membership comes from rural areas or small towns. 

 

“Church planting and revitalization really work hand in hand,” Kollbaum said. “We cannot forsake one for the other.” 
 

While the new ONM church-planting initiative is in its infancy, it will flow from the Synod’s Witness, Mercy, Life Together em-
phasis. 

“We’re going to plant distinctly Lutheran churches doing distinctly Lutheran missions,” Schave said. “We’re going to look back 
on history and say this, for us, was a watershed moment for a new chapter of Lutheran missions. How did we respond? We’re 

going to take seriously and plan for this United States of America being the new mission frontier.” 

 
Melanie Ave is a staff writer and the social media coordinator for LCMS Communications. 

SOTV senior staff members at the Exponential church-planting conference in Tampa, 



 

Operation Christmas Child in Summer? 

Y 
ou’re probably just getting ready to welcome the kids home for  
summer vacation, and the thought of Christmas is either a distant 
memory, or the small glimmer of hope to which you’re clinging to get 
you through the next 90 days of summer home with your kiddos. But 

now is an excellent time to start thinking of some other children — those 
whose Christmas was possibly made a little brighter last year because your 
family sent them a box of gifts through the Samaritan’s Purse Operation  
Christmas Child (OCC) program.  As you are scouring Dollar Tree and the  
bargain bins at Target for bubbles, chalk, jump ropes, etc to keep your own 
little ones entertained this summer, why not throw in a few extra items to save 
for OCC in November? Or perhaps you’re stocking up on new shorts and  
t-shirts for impending hot summer days. Maybe grab an extra outfit for your 
OCC shoebox? Warm-weather clothing and toys are universally appreciated and 
hard to find as the weather cools down in the fall. And don’t forget to take  
advantage of back-to-school sales for crayons, pencils, etc. for your shoebox 
too. Here are a few OCC donation suggestions from SIM missionary 
Corey Garrett: 
 
BEST GIFTS: 
 
 For any age boy here, what they really want is a soccer ball. So get the best quality mini soccer ball that you can 

fit into the box when it is inflated (or send a deflated ball with a pump) and you can basically forget about any-
thing else!  

 Brand new nice short-sleeved shirts (with no writing on them) for boys and girls.  
 Small flashlight with batteries (Most families don’t have electricity so a working flashlight is gold!) 
 Good quality melamine plate, bowl, and/or cup (Practical and also special.) 
 Soap AND a plastic soap dish that has a cover. When you bathe standing on a big rock in the dirt as kids do 

here, you really need the soap holder. And families never have enough soap.  
 Toothbrush in a toothbrush holder. Again, the plastic case for the toothbrush is really great when you don’t have 

a sink/counter/tiled bathroom but rather brush your teeth outside squatting over dirt and need to keep it in your 
room. 

 Pencils, erasers, colored pencils, and sharpeners for all school-aged kids. And good quality pens for kids aged 10-
14, in black, red, green, and blue. All of these are required for school and the ones from America last so much 
longer than the cheap ones available here. 

 
OTHER GREAT GIFTS: 
 Jump ropes 
 Band-Aids 
 Hard candy and gum 
 Comb 
 Hair elastics or head bands for girls 
 Marbles 
 Harmonica 
 A simple watch for older kids 
 A solar calculator for older kids 
 Sunglasses for older kids 
 Socks 
 
Look for more information on how you can be involved in Operation Christmas Child at SOTV  
in November!! 



 

WE WELCOME THROUGH HOLY BAPTISM … 
 

Erin Christine Arnold 
 

John K.T. Anderson 
Son of John Anderson and Jackie Sauer 

 
Jaxon James Arnold 

Son of Bryce and Erin Arnold 
 

Aubrey Margaret Bales 
Daughter of Joseph and Nicole Bales 

 
Knox Allen Harberts 

Son of Andrew and Colbie Harberts 
 

Brock Aaron Welch 
Son of Aaron and Bekki Welch 

 

Join the Praise Team on the first 

Sunday of the State Fair for a               

worship service at 10am                            

(Sun Aug 16) 

 

We will be leading worship on the 

Susan Knapp Amphitheater while 

also having a table with                            

information on our church and its 

ministries.   

Why not come and worship and 

then check out the Fair? 

Watch for more info to come for an 

OUTDOOR MOVIE EVENT at SOTV in 

August 

 

It will be free, family friendly, a great thing 

to invite friends to along with some 

smores and snacks for everyone! 

(Sponsored by ACT) 


