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Baptisms 
Praise!  On February 22, four children were baptized during worship:  Admires and Briannaliz 
Valencia, and Shaneilyz and Emmanuel Torres.  Both families are new to    our congregation.  Please 
celebrate with them on this new leg of their children’s faith journey! 

ESL Graduation & New Classes Begin 
Congratulations to our first ESL graduating class!  On February 8, about 74 adults, 27 kids and 6 
teens students celebrated 13 weeks of hard work.  Below is a picture of our proud graduates and our 
many volunteers. 

 

In February, ESL classes enthusiastically resumed!  ESL classes      
run for 13 weeks.  The first meeting is an orientation and welcome 
meeting and then the following weeks students are divided into 
four classes depending on their fluency level.   

*Level One: students who have little to no English background   

*Level Two:  students who have some English but are not 
writing   

*Level Three:  students learn writing and grow their 
comprehension 

*Level Four:  students practice fluency   
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Hispanic Ministry  
in Des Moines

Pastor Guerra and Gloria Sears 
welcoming new ESL class
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There are many stories of God’s goodness and provision from the ESL 
classes.  Meet Fanny, a level one student.  She and her husband, Ivan, 
settled in Des Moines ten years ago from Honduras.  They knew no one in 
the area, but bravely immigrated for work and a new life with their two 
boys.  Ivan works in the restaurant business, and Fanny has grown her 
very own cleaning business from one customer into a thriving company.  
Her oldest son is a student at Iowa State, another son a high-school 
student, and her youngest boy is in grade school. 

Last fall, while shopping in a local Hispanic store Fanny saw a flyer for 
ESL classes at SOTV.  During her first ten years in Des Moines, Fanny 
had been so busy growing her business and taking care of her boys (so 
many school and sports activities!) that she hadn’t had the time to learn 
English.  Now that her boys are older  and more independent, Fanny has 
taken next step for herself and is learning English.  But not only are the 
ESL classes just for Fanny.  She longed to spend more time with her 
husband who works long hours at the restaurant.  So, she invited Ivan 
and he also attends level one classes with her, even though his English is 
more advanced and he could attend a higher level! 

It was also the desire of Fanny’s heart to connect with mother Hispanics 
in Des Moines on a deeper level.  The ESL classes introduced her to the 
Hispanic ministry at SOTV and she and her family have been attending 
regularly for three months!  Fanny participates in a ladies D-class 
(discipleship class).  She will soon begin singing in the church choir and 
she regularly helps cook and clean for church meals after service.  Her 
high school son also enjoys helping with indoor soccer on Friday nights.  
Involvement in the Hispanic church is a family affair and an answer to 
Fanny’s prayer!  She says she prayed to God and she sees how He answers 
prayers in His perfect timing! 

God is doing wonderful things in the ESL classes and the Hispanic 
Church! 

Looking ahead… 
We will visit with Gloria Sears, a member of SOTV and volunteer in the 
ESL ministry.  She says that the ESL ministry is known in the metro for 
being welcoming and warm and that new folks join weekly.  We will also 
check in with the first communion class!  Much more next time about 
how our amazing God is working in Des Moines! 
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Coming Events

March

First Communion March 1st

Diabetes Prevention 
Workshop March 5th @ 7pm

Marriage Conference               
March 21 @ 6pm

April

Good Friday Service @ 6pm

Easter Festival April 5 
@11:45am

Ongoing

ESL Classes Tues & Thurs 
7pm

Schedule & Location

10:30 am Kids Sunday School 
10:30 am Adult Sunday School 
11:45 am Spanish Worship

3900 Ashworth Road                  
West Des Moines, IA 50265

Rev. Lincon Guerra 
(515)528-0025      
lincon@me.com

Dss. Noemi Guerra      
(515)528-6148             
noemi@sotv-ewdm.org

Iglesia 
Luterana El 
Pastor del Valle

“Like” us on Facebook.  
You will find breaking 

news, testimonies, photos, 
and other informative 
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